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The Organizers

· United Nations Children’s Fund/Middle East and North Africa Regional Office, Amman (UNICEF’s MENA RO);

· UAE’s Al-Bayan Newspaper, Dubai; and

· Dubai Press Club, Dubai.

Introduction:

The third Arab Media Humanitarian Forum was convened in Dubai in the framework of the continued partnership between UNICEF’s Regional Office for the Middle East and North Africa, the Dubai Press Club and Al-Bayan Newspaper of the UAE. The third Forum was dedicated to raising awareness about the rights and protection of, and participation by adolescents as active and committed citizens, through media. It also aimed at identifying adolescents’ precise understanding of their environment and their community participation skills. A parallel dimension of the Forum was oriented towards analysing how media currently portray adolescents and young people in the news. 

Rationale of the Forum
The Forum’s primary goal was to enhance the role of the Arab media in promoting a positive image of adolescents and contributing to the development, protection and participation by adolescents as citizens who are capable of employing their skills and potentials. At the same time, the Forum was to pinpoint concrete capacities of adolescents in their interaction with media outlets to ensure balanced and accurate reporting of young people’s realities throughout the region.
Major Objectives:

· To review the current state of the youth/young people in the Arab World with regards to their rights;
· To closely examine the role of the media vis a vis the current status of adolescents, bringing about a better understanding of the impact of media reporting on their present situation and image;

· To encourage professional journalists in the age group 18-24 years) to:

· provide more methodical, regular and holistic coverage of issues relating to adolescents in the Arab World;
· contribute to raising awareness about and advocating for the rights of the adolescents; and
· monitor fulfilment of these rights;
· To explore the possibility of establishing technical standards as an initial step towards changing the way adolescents are often portrayed in the media – consumers, delinquents and irresponsible citizens, and increase the frequency of references citing adolescents as  agents of change and valuable  contributors to the society; and
· To establish strong cooperation and partnerships between the media and the youth – generate media initiatives and productions led by youth.

Key Highlights

· Twelve adolescents from Jordan occupied Palestinian territory, Syria, Lebanon and Yemen participated in the Forum.

· Adolescents addressed the Forum reviewing their lives under the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which also marked its 18th anniversary in November.
· 17 one-minute videos were shown from adolescents coming from different geographical areas in the region, – expressing the adolescents’ experience with the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC).
· Successful media campaigns led by the youth in the Middle East and North Africa Region (MENA), in partnership with UNICEF, were presented.

· A session on awareness about and prevention of HIV/AIDS in MENA was held, with emphasis on the positive role the media can play in raising adolescents’ awareness of HIV/AIDS.
· Ethical guidelines on child reporting were re-emphasized

· Four annual awards were introduced. Starting from the annual Arab Media Humanitarian Forum 2008, awards will be presented to the 4 journalists who provided the most accurate, insightful and comprehensive coverage of adolescents-related issues.
Preliminary day: Preparing an overview from an adolescent’s perspective
A preliminary one-day session was organised by UNICEF facilitators, Hala Habib (UNICEF Lebanon) and Zina Nasser (UNICEF Jordan)  and involving the twelve adolescents invited to the forum. The aim was to prepare adolescents to participate fully and proactively in all the forum’s sessions. 
More specifically, the objectives of the preparatory sessions were to present the young participants’ insights on media's perception of adolescents in the MENA region; to highlight the accomplishments and gaps based on their experience under the CRC; to help envisage a realistic way forward for media coverage within the framework of the CRC

(18@18) and to identify priority issues regional media should cover in the MENA region. An additional objective of the Day Zero discussion was to ensure the adolescents’ understanding of the forum’s subject. to create a sense of cohesion among the group
Day 1: Sunday 25 November 2007:

The Opening Session of the Forum comprised four speeches presented by Maryam Bin Fahad, Executive Director of Dubai Press Club; Ali Obaid Al Hamly, Head of the Cultural Section at Al-Bayan Newspaper; Abdel-Rahman Ghandour, Regional Chief of Communication, UNICEF MENA RO and Mahmoud Kabil, UNICEF MENA Regional Goodwill Ambassador.
Opening the Forum, Maryam Bin Fahad stated, “The Arab World is experiencing major challenges relating to an unprecedented population growth. Though the problems of adolescents receive low attention by the media, young people remain a key target of the Arab media.” Ms. Fahad expressed happiness over the role UNICEF plays in enshrining the issues of adolescents within the framework of the agency’s fundamental endeavour to improve the situation of adolescents in the Arab World.
In his opening remarks, Mr. Ali Obaid Al Hamly said, “The Forum is intended to listen to adolescents in their capacity as the main pillar of this conference. The event is an opportunity to hear the perspectives and opinions that would crystallize the adolescents’ demands, in addition to giving them the chance of sharing valuable experiences and raising vital issues at the pan-Arab level.” He expressed hope that the Forum’s activities would bring about useful recommendations.
In his opening statement, UNICEF MENA-RO Regional Chief of Communication, Mr. Abdel-Rahman Ghandour explained the importance of the Forum in the sense that it would discuss a crucial humanitarian developmental issue which necessitates further dissemination by the regional media and comprehensive understanding at the public level. Ghandour called for setting new criteria for a new Humanitarian Media Award to be granted annually to the journalist9s)/media professional(s), who has/have best covered the theme of the last year’s event. He then set the major objectives of the Forum and delineated relevant procedural aspects.
Addressing the opening ceremony was also UNICEF Regional Goodwill Ambassador, Mahmoud Kabil, telling the audience “the issue of adolescents is very delicate as it involves a significant segment of our society. Defining the age cohort of these young people and identifying this stage (of their development) - during which glands, hormones and behaviours, etc develop and change, is vital. All adolescents experience necessary phases of change, as do the conditions/circumstances that surround them
Kabil discussed his role as a father of two adolescents and how he contributed to rearing them. He reviewed his experience with one of his sons when raising his awareness about how to cope with the problems this age group normally encounters. He called upon parents to put special emphasis on their children’s education and qualifications, “for today’s children are the future pillars of society”. Kabil also demanded that this event be convened in other countries, such as Yemen, Morocco, etc, while stressing that such a request should not be perceived as underestimating Dubai’s prominent role as a strategic regional hub.
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FORUM’S SESSIONS

Session One: A profile of the achievements made by the journalists one year after the second Arab Media Forum on Child Rights – 2006.
Wolfgang Friedl, UNICEF MENA-RO’s Communication Officer, Amman – Jordan, displayed PowerPoint slides portraying adolescents/young people in the region and explained how the media tend to maintain negative stereotypes and depict adolescents on the basis of their resentment to ongoing crises, instability and pervading conflict. Friedl added the Arab Region has 100 million young people aged 12-24 and elaborated on the socioeconomic implications of systems which have very little to offer to a growing mass of unprepared youths hoping to join the labour force. The presentation also explored recent trends showing a growing sense of sskepticism among adolescents towards governments that appear increasingly challenged to provide their basic needs, achieve peace, social justice and equality. With very few exceptions, success stories of adolescent leaders and their ideas are buried randomly within the social pages, Friedl concluded.

Session Two: analysing the situation of adolescents in the Region in the context of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, a brief note was prepared by the adolescent participants providing an overview in the Region based on their own experience – the outcome of the preparatory day, and one-minute videos were displayed establishing a linkage between the forum discussions and the International Children’s Day of Broadcasting, Amman chapter, which brought together a number of adolescents from the MENA region in the production of short video-stories illustrating several principles of the CRC.  
Continuing with an in-depth analysis of adolescents in the Region, UNICEF Syria Representative, Mohammed Anis Salem said that adolescents in the Region stand for a large portion of the region’s population. He raised the subject of accident and conflict-related mortality of adolescents as a phenomenon that necessitates a pause for meditation;– Salem added that an estimated twenty percent of those adolescents are frequent smokers and criticised the fact that tobacco corporations place particular emphasis on the promotion and marketing of cigarette consumption as part of a lifestyle among youths in third world countries. In this context, he cited a study showing the magnitude of expenditure by US teenagers on entertainment (songs, electronics games, etc.), amounting to US$ 100 million per annum. Mr. Salem also hinted at other major challenges facing countries in the Arab World, including out-of-school children (10 million), illiteracy (70 million) and children involved in hazardous labour (13 million). This adds to high unemployment rates among the young people in the Arab Region – generating the desire for migration abroad. Arab societies are unable to debate such issues openly, stated Salem., concluding his remarks UNICEF’s representative concluded his remarks with a range of recommendations, including identification and analysis of the status of adolescents to develop adequate solutions; encouragement of and a demand for devising plans and policies that tackle these issues; and protection of adolescents from armed conflict, which entails more discussion. His recommendations also included giving a role to the media in raising awareness about the need for quality education; greater emphasis on the provision of life skills for adolescents; provision of better and adolescent friendlier services, as well as the creation of adolescent-specific spaces to enable them to exercise different activities.
A debate was initiated to give the audience the chance to discuss general topics relating to adolescents and the CRC.
Session 3: Media coverage of adolescents – Open discussion with the media 

The first day of the Forum’s activities concluded with a session on coverage of the issues of adolescents by the media. Editor Sanaa’ al-Jack ( Editor, Al-Sharq Al-Awsat,), Youness Masskine ( Editor, Al-Massae Daily, Morocco) and  Louay Shaaban ( Editor Al-Qabas, Kuwait) participated in this session. The discussion with the media was moderated by Anne Skatvedt, UNICEF Jordan Representative.  
Following are the major points deliberated during the second and third sessions:

General comments:

· A large number of girls attended this year’s Forum; a remarkable achievement if compared to participation of girls and women at the previous year’s Forum
· As a matter of principle, the Forum’s venue should ideally start rotating within Arab capitals from now on 

· The topic of adolescents and youth is sensitive in the Arab World; the aim of the Forum was to promote further discussion and exploration of the subject and to highlight it adequately in the media to enable the public to understand it better.

Foundations / principles:

· Adolescents’ issues are not given considerable attention in the media; these should be emphasized. Adolescents frequently encounter a myriad of challenges that are not properly addressed by the media.

· Given that adolescents make up one-fifth of the world’s population, their stories, ideas and concerns should be given proper attention at the international level

· Youth policies in the Arab Region need yet to be encouraged and implemented.

· Adolescents need to be specific about their demands; the media professionals should positively communicate with them, to overcome obstacles.
· Adolescents need to be able to express their ideas and concerns without fear. Adolescents need to be educated (their awareness needs to be raised) to enable them to understand their realities within the present socioeconomic context and the opportunities they may embrace collectively and individually to affect durable change within their communities. In tackling sensitive topics like HIV/AIDS, professional orientation should be provided introducing young people to the natural changes that take place inside their bodies during puberty.

· A holistic framework involving media specialists, government representatives, community leaders and adolescents themselves should be developed to support the continuous generation of opportunities for adolescents to highlight their concerns, ideas and aspirations. 

· Adolescents should employ various technologies to express themselves; they should not totally rely on the media.

· Topics involving adolescents should be discussed and tackled transparently and with sensitivity by the community, adults and the media, without exception

·  Youths need to be open to involvement in media activities at the school and community levels; such participation should be linked to a media policy.

· Media should tackle critical intellectual thinking on youth issues that would educate adolescents about democratic instruments; thus enabling them to foster and exert change.

· Adolescent speakers should be identified and trained to undertake permanent representation roles in the media
Diagnosis:

· Every year, an estimated 1.7 million children & adolescents die to reasons relating to accidents and disease
· There are 10 million children out of school. and approximately 300,000 adolescent soldiers in the region
· Politicians adversely exploit the issues of the youth for their own interest
· The media perception of adolescents in the region remains narrow-minded and almost exclusively limited to the description of adolescents in connection with lawlessness, crisis and conflict
· Generally, the propagandistic nature of Arab media leads to a visible predominance of media content that is more concerned with political than social issues.
· Good initiatives by adolescents are rarely covered by the media.

· Adolescents are increasingly looking at the option of migration from their home countries; which in turn has contributed to the emerging problem of illegal immigration.
· Global corporations tend to address their messages, sell their products and services to segments of the adolescent population with financial liquidity. There is no developed sense of corporate social responsibility in the region.
· Adolescents are motivated and enthusiastic to work with the media in order to get their ideas and stories widely disseminated
Proposals:

· Joint initiatives between adolescents and media professionals should be promoted. Some successful initiatives already exist but require further promotion

· Schooling curricula should be developed to address the issues of adolescents in a manner that is appropriate to their levels and distinctive environments. Curricula at present fails to address the underlying principles explaining the importance of girls’ right to uninterrupted education
· Protection for adolescents needs to be enhanced comprehensively throughout the region as part of the ongoing social policy and reform debates in the Arab world. The role of media in addressing protection needs to be further promoted.

· There is a perceived need to undertake continuous lobbying with national governments to develop better socialization and learning environments for adolescents
Day 2 - Monday 26 November 2007

Session 4 – Monday 26 November 2007: Presentation and discussion of five media initiatives by adolescents (recommendations and strategies)
Lessons learnt from these initiatives – Identifying potential for Regional Models
Facilitators: Roberto Laurenti, UNICEF Lebanon Representative, supported by Hala Habib, Project Officer, Adolescents - UNICEF Lebanon and Zina Nasser, Project Officer, Adolescents - UNICEF Jordan
Adolescent Participants:

· Shireen Al Far, 18 years, member of Aswat ash-Shabab (Voices of the Youth) magazine, a Tamer Institute’s Project, Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT).

· Abdel-Nasser Al Ali, 18 years, member of Iqra’ Waktub Al Aan (Read and Write Now), Occupied Palestinian Territory
· Farah Kobeissi and Omar Chami, SAWTUNA (Our Voice) Institute, Lebanon.

· Mahmoud Mohammad Sabri Badran, 18 years, and Bisan Badran Jabr, 17 years, PYALARA, Occupied Palestinian Territory
· Hala Shbeikat and Khalid Kotaish, mini documentaries on the rights of adolescents, Jordan

· Hiba Hamid and Jum’a Durei’, Children’s Parliament – Deir Ezzor, Arab Child Club, Syria
An open discussion followed, with the above adolescents as the main panellists.

Key discussion points following sessions 4:

1. Adolescents face problems when they want to voice their opinions.

2. Absence of monitoring in radio programmes targeting youth, especially on FM;

3. Volunteering adolescents should ideally undertake more field research to become better acquainted with the situation of youth (before reporting to the media).

4. There is a possibility to attract adolescents to voluntary work; however, this requires further efforts by relevant organizations;

5. Media should further promote the production of programmes that discover talented adolescents;

6. Many of the young people participating at the Forum have a desire to become  media professionals in the future;

7. Adolescents should be given full freedom to voice their opinions, present their ideas, participate regularly in discussions addressing themes of their individual concern/interest;

8. As a matter of principle, adolescent’s ideas, stories should be given additional media space;

9. The image of Arab young people in the media needs to be developed to avoid the breeding of stereotypes that may frighten adolescent speakers
10. Bridges of communication need to be extended among the youth throughout the region;

11. Exchange programmes between adolescents in the Arab World are lacking, need to start working on such programmes.

12. Involvement of ministries of information in the Forum could prove useful;

13. Creating networks among adolescents to follow up on and discuss their issues; such networks shall organize reach-out and communication visits to media outlets to broadcast and disseminate their stories, ideas, proposals and concerns;

Session 5 – Monday 26 November 2007: Presentation by Adolescents / the Media and HIV/AIDS

Presenter:  Naseem-Ur-Rahman, UNICEF Office – Yemen
During this session, Naseem-Ur-Rhaman emphasized the following:

1. It is necessary to differentiate between Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) particularly that the percentage of people living with HIV/AIDS (PLWHA) has increased, reaching 33 million patients, with daily mortalities amounting to around 8,000 people a day.
2. The media could play a positive role in highlighting AIDS and its risks, particularly for out-of-school adolescents who are more likely to engage in risk behaviours,.  

3. It is imperative for media, society and governments to meet regularly with adolescents and raise their awareness about AIDS.

4. It is important for TV channels to cooperate in disseminating awareness about AIDS by encouraging young people to produce awareness messages about this disease.
5. The media should address all matters related to AIDS, such as denial (of the disease), and how to overcome the culture of shame and the issue of discrimination.

6. Emphasis should be placed on broadcasting radio and TV awareness programmes describing ways of transmission and prevention of AIDS.

7. Governments have great responsibility to allow the media to produce adequate messaging on HIV/AIDS.

8. More was said about the role of families and society as a whole in helping teenagers avoid risk behaviours; the role adolescents can play in establishing self-care discussion groups as well as peer-facilitated outreach and group interventions.

Key discussion points following session 5:

1. Awareness about HIV/AIDS, its transmission and treatment are to be intensively covered by the media; awareness centres need to be established and people living with HIV/AIDS need to be treated with respect, dignity and equality.

2. The region has yet to envisage formulas to reintegrate HIV/AIDS-infected adolescents into their communities observing the need for their protection against stigma and discrimination;

3. HIV/ AIDS fatality rates involve big numbers of cases resulting from unsafe practices by young people;

4. HIV/AIDS has become an international security matter;

5. Pressure needs to be placed on governments to intensify their efforts to curb prevalence of AIDS;

6. In certain countries, the lack of reliable data and limited availability of information hampers the advancement of comprehensive policy design on HIV/AIDS

7. Include lessons in the curricula, dealing with the sensitive issue of HIV and AIDS
8. Governments need yet to tackle AIDS decidedly and with sensitivity, always observing the imperative of confidentiality in services for communities potentially at risk of contracting HIV and / or already infected people;
9. The role of families in spreading the knowledge on HIV AIDS is vital and;

10. Hotlines have proven effective resources to channel professional orientation for AIDS patients and their concerns. These are equally valid to ventilate confidential discussion dealing with sexuality-related taboos.
Session 6 – Monday 26 November 2007:

The Dance Towards Peace group presented a contemporary dance show combining ballet, theatrical arts and audiovisual resources which illustrate several forms of violence perpetrated against children. Dance was employed as an alternative ideal means by the project creators to deliver a message of peace and reconciliation from youth to youth and beyond. Performers Abby Lindenberg and Fadi Shmouni concluded their act with an open discussion. 

Key discussion points following session 6:

1. When words fall short of expression, dance is capable of doing this function, particularly to express peace;
2. According to clinical research, dance therapy may be effective in improving self-esteem and reducing stress. Dance therapy can be useful for both physical and emotional aspects of quality of life. Dance has been successfully used by the performers as a therapy for people with cancer and other chronic illnesses.
Session 7 – Monday 26 November 2007:

Participants were divided into six (6) working groups on the following themes:
Group I: Criteria for the Media Award and Nomination of the Jury
· The prize shall be named “Arab Media Humanitarian Forum Award”.
· The award shall identify four different categories: Radio, TV, print media and on-line (web-based) resources. 
· The contest is open to all.

· The award is symbolic in nature as it does not involve monetary rewards.
· Contributions shall be received one month prior to convening the Forum.

· Initially, the award will be granted to works submitted in Arabic.

· Professional press standards/criteria and the guidelines for journalists and/or media professionals on the rights of the child and the media, issued by the International Federation for Journalists, shall be observed.
· A special form shall be designed and filled in for participation in the contest. The award and advertisement to this effect shall be posted on the website or through orientation leaflets to be distributed by UNICEF.
·  Curriculum vitae of the applicants including his or her qualifications and experiences shall be enclosed.

· A selection committee shall be established which will be entrusted the short listing of the journalistic works that meet the award's criteria and requirements. The outcome of the selection process shall be submitted to the designated jury.

· Both the selection committee and the jury will not be remunerated for that activity, but they will rather conduct it on a voluntary/honorary basis.

· The selection committee shall involve representatives of Al Bayan Newspaper, UNICEF and Dubai Press Club, while the jury shall include four experts involved in the award’s themes plus an adolescent.
· A synopsis describing the nominated/short-listed materials (works) shall be submitted to the jury outlining each work’s theme and relevance among others.
· Materials prepared jointly by more than one journalist can be nominated.
· Nomination shall be made using the name of the publication /media outlet.
Group II (a) – The Ethical Criteria for Reporting on the Youth

Basic Principles:
· Showing respect for the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the media ethical guidelines;

· Broadening the opportunity in the media for participation by the young people;

· Abstaining from regularly portraying negative representations (images) of adolescents;

· Avoiding exploitation/vilification of adolescents via improper advertising materials;

· Remaining balanced, credible and realistic in reporting;
· Giving precedence to the best interests of adolescents and avoiding exposure of young people to inappropriate material; and

· Reporting on the issues of adolescents with special needs without failing to denigrate on their condition.
The Mechanisms:

· Revising the academic curricula for adolescents and recording the gaps of information on how adolescents are treated/perceived.
· Devising a media code of ethics;

· Activating continued training courses for media professionals;

· Producing an annual report on the Arab media performance in adolescent-related areas; and
· Maintaining communication between adolescents and media professionals which will enable adolescents to constructively criticise the media and vice versa.
Group II (b) – The Ethical Criteria for Reporting on Youth

· Protecting identities (names and photographs);

· Differentiating between facts and opinions, and being objective in giving opinions as mere points of view, not facts.
· Monitoring and long-term planning to cover specific issues and refraining from dealing with such issues as media scoops.
· Refraining from presenting media materials which would cause damage to the reputation and safety of adolescents.
· Taking the gender issue into consideration when addressing the issues of adolescents in the media.
·  Refrain from adversely exploiting adolescents in sensitive situations and systematically condemn the use/circulation of photographs and pornographic materials involving adolescents.
· Adhering to credibility and accuracy when addressing the issues of adolescents.
· Being bold and balanced in addressing the issues of adolescents in the media.
· Abstain from using adolescents in achieving profitable media objectives.
· Observing and using proper terminology when addressing the issues of adolescents with special needs, adolescents in conflict with the law, HIV positive youths, marginalized communities etc.
Group III – New Electronic Digital Media and Coverage of Adolescents
With the exponential growth of online communities (Facebook,Youtube, Friendster,Myspace, etc.), adolescents have the opportunity to collectively shape their messages and allow for their virtual networks to promote a new media culture of collaborative problem-solving, which enables wide participation. 
Yet, this does not answer the question of inclusive participation absorbing marginalized groups which have relatively poor or no access at all to the new technologies. Thus, the achievement of new media literacy and comprehensive participation constitutes a recurring challenge. The latter, concluded the group, points directly at a first viable solution: Adolescents with access and knowledge have a crucial role to play in helping those who need yet to develop internet socialization skills. 

The online platform also helps bridge differences in age, class, race, gender, and educational level, because people can participate in various ways according to their skills and individual interests, the working group added.

These new models of online socialization need to be developed in a way that prepares young people for their increasingly public roles as media producers and community participants. The appearance of citizen journalism online provides a formula for adolescents to design their messages, advance their advocacy skills and reach out to the global online community.

The group expressed concern at the different levels of Governmental regulation which restrict adolescents from accessing such internet-based resources.
Group IV - Material resources needed for the media to adequately and accurately cover adolescents’ issues

· Economic resources are essential to help engender media partnerships with adolescents.
· There are too many projects and not enough journalists to cover them.

· Need to formulate an economic strategy to serve adolescents and journalists.

· Private sector and businessmen to sponsor adolescents and journalists to develop their skills.
· Establish a network of celebrities to support adolescents and journalists.
· Journalists in conflict countries remain reserved and afraid to speak out about sensitive issues affecting adolescents.
· More media adolescent’s projects (similar to Sawtna) are needed in the ME and North Africa.

· Non-governmental organizations to lend their long-term support to adolescents by supporting training and capacity-building programmes for young journalists.

· Accurate statistics and real figures by UNICEF and governments are needed to allow for better reporting.. 
Group V: Forum Declaration
 The 5th Group worked on a common Declaration between the adolescents, the journalists and UNICEF’s participants to the forum, which was read out jointly prior to the Forum’s conclusion. The text of the Declaration (Originally drafted in Arabic) is enclosed below (See page 10)
Comments by Participants on the Presentations of the Working Groups:
· Calling upon Al-Bayan Newspaper to publish the award winner’s works and translate them into other languages.
· Creating closer communication links between media professionals and UNICEF.
· Media professionals should abide by the recommendations agreed upon by the Forum’s participants.
· Setting up media committees at school levels to look for / discuss the issues of adolescents.
· Involving young people in arbitration committees.
· Establishing community development groups to empower adolescents. 
· Developing adolescents’ media skills and creating /exploring talents. 
· Enhancing available mechanisms to monitor the regional media and the frequency of their reporting on adolescents. 
· Developing additional sources at the national level for journalists to report on adolescents.
· Include remote areas in the coverage of adolescent’s issues.
· Focusing on the issues  marginalized segments among the youth;
· Forming an executive committee to follow up on the recommendations made by the Forum.
· Urging media channels to support young people’s causes, interests, concerns, aspirations.
· The Final communiqué / statement about the Forum shall be published / broadcast by all media outlets: printed and audio-visual media; and

· Calling upon UNICEF and other partners to work with the children who are not reached out with services.
Session 9 – Tuesday 27 November 2007: 
Declaration on Adolescents and the Media

Introduction:
We, the participants in the “Third Arab Media Humanitarian Forum on Children and Adolescents (adolescents and media representation) - in our capacity as representatives of adolescents, national organizations, the media and United Nations for Children’s Fund/Middle East and North Africa Region, have met to discuss the role of the media in supporting adolescent-related issues with actual participation by  adolescents themselves;
We, the adolescents, recognize the limitative image / representation, which the media reflects about us; we also recognize the significance of our role in and our responsibility for improving such image. We have therefore committed ourselves to making our voices heard in the Arab media, on  all the issues that affect our lives - after opening all channels of communications between adolescents and the media institutions;
We, the media professionals, recognize the necessity for creating better mechanisms for coordination between adolescents and the media; we also recognize the existing barriers that hinder the media from covering all aspects of adolescents’ issues. Since we are aware of the fact that adolescents make up 60% of the Arab people, and of the barriers that exist between adolescents and the media, we have committed ourselves to working towards reducing this gap and to presenting the issues of adolescents and the challenges they encounter in a more credible manner and from an adolescent’s perspective.
We, UNICEF, emphasize both rights of adolescents to positively and effectively participate in conveying their issues and concerns to the media, and to express themselves, because we are concerned with the implementation of the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

We announce the following:
· This Meeting has opened new avenues for achieving better understanding and communication between adolescents and the media institutions; and we have to invest in this opportunity;
· Adolescents aspire for having their role understood and their capacities known, as well as for recognizing young people as an important partner in media broadcasting of their and their society’s issues, and in decision making; and
· The two sides have to recognize the limitations and barriers that may face some media institutions in the Arab societies; they should work together to communicate their messages positively and constructively.

We recommend the following:
· Create pan-Arab networks including groups from adolescents, media professionals, UNICEF and civil society organizations to jointly communicate and work.

· Exchange and share experiences among MENA countries;
· Develop the skills of media professionals to enable them to deal with adolescents and their issues according to the ethical standards/criteria reviewed and refined collectively during the Forum
· Urge the media institutions, particularly the Arab satellite channels, to cover and broadcast recorded movies and the initiatives launched by adolescents in MENA countries;

· Create new opportunities and settings/grounds, such as using cyberspace to express themselves and share experiences;
· It is necessary to ensure continuation of, and institutionalize some initiatives in order to secure / sustain both of their impact and possible change; and

· Set up a committee to allocate/grant annual awards for media coverage of adolescents’ affairs in order to monitor possible successes and failures.

Enclosures:
Enclosure 1: Forum agenda in Arabic and English
Enclosure 2: List of the names and addresses of the participants
Enclosure 3: Copy of Abdel-Rahman Ghandour’s speech

Enclosure 4: Declaration in Arabic and English 
Enclosure 5: Al-Bayan Newspaper articles on the Forum
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