Declaration on Adolescents and the Media

Introduction:

We, the participants in the “Third Arab Media Humanitarian Forum on Children and Adolescents (adolescents and media representation) - in our capacity as representatives of adolescents, national organizations, the media and United Nations for Children’s Fund/Middle East and North Africa Region, have met to discuss the role of the media in supporting adolescent-related issues with actual participation by  adolescents themselves;

We, the adolescents, recognize the limitative image / representation, which the media reflects about us; we also recognize the significance of our role in and our responsibility for improving such image. We have therefore committed ourselves to making our voices heard in the Arab media, on  all the issues that affect our lives - after opening all channels of communications between adolescents and the media institutions;

We, the media professionals, recognize the necessity for creating better mechanisms for coordination between adolescents and the media; we also recognize the existing barriers that hinder the media from covering all aspects of adolescents’ issues. Since we are aware of the fact that adolescents make up 60% of the Arab people, and of the barriers that exist between adolescents and the media, we have committed ourselves to working towards reducing this gap and to presenting the issues of adolescents and the challenges they encounter in a more credible manner and from an adolescent’s perspective.

We, UNICEF, emphasize both rights of adolescents to positively and effectively participate in conveying their issues and concerns to the media, and to express themselves, because we are concerned with the implementation of the principles of the Convention on the Rights of the Child;

We announce the following:

· This Meeting has opened new avenues for achieving better understanding and communication between adolescents and the media institutions; and we have to invest in this opportunity;

· Adolescents aspire for having their role understood and their capacities known, as well as for recognizing young people as an important partner in media broadcasting of their and their society’s issues, and in decision making; and

· The two sides have to recognize the limitations and barriers that may face some media institutions in the Arab societies; they should work together to communicate their messages positively and constructively.

We recommend the following:

· Create pan-Arab networks including groups from adolescents, media professionals, UNICEF and civil society organizations to jointly communicate and work.

· Exchange and share experiences among MENA countries;

· Develop the skills of media professionals to enable them to deal with adolescents and their issues according to the ethical standards/criteria reviewed and refined collectively during the Forum

· Urge the media institutions, particularly the Arab satellite channels, to cover and broadcast recorded movies and the initiatives launched by adolescents in MENA countries;

· Create new opportunities and settings/grounds, such as using cyberspace to express themselves and share experiences;

· It is necessary to ensure continuation of, and institutionalize some initiatives in order to secure / sustain both of their impact and possible change; and

· Set up a committee to allocate/grant annual awards for media coverage of adolescents’ affairs in order to monitor possible successes and failures.

