Arab Media Humanitarian Forum, Dubai, 25 November 2007

Speech by Abdel-Rahman Ghandour, Regional Chief of Communication, UNICEF

Dear Goodwill Ambassador, 

Partners from the Dubai Press Club and al-Bayan Newspaper

Colleagues, partners and friends

It is our pleasure to see you all here in this, the Third Arab Media Humanitarian Forum.
Let me start by paying tribute to our two faithful partners, the Dubai Press Club, who has been generous enough to host this event, and to al-Bayan newspaper. Let me also mention Mr. Anis Salem, who was behind the idea, and facilitated the first two forums and who is again a participant, this time however in his capacity as UNICEF Representative in Syria.
I myself attended part of last year’s meeting as part of the media world, when I was still representing IRIN, the United Nations Humanitarian News Service. So roles change, but we are all still here, continuing this tradition.
Our objectives are simple: gather among people of goodwill – humanitarian organisations, the media and civil society - to address one important humanitarian/development/social issue in the Arab region every year and aim at promoting and highlighting it in the media along the year, so that the general public learn more and has a better understanding of the issue and, therefore, respond better to its challenges.

Our first task will be taking stock: what was achieved between  last year’s event and this day. How have you, partners from media, covered the important subject of last year, girls’ education. We are lucky to have among us some of the journalists that did commit to cover last year’s subject more thoroughly. We will hopefully hear a little from them later on this morning. From the side of UNICEF, we have been working for many months on producing a documentary in partnership with MBC/O3 productions on Girls Education in Morocco, Egypt, Syrian and Yemen. It will be finalised shortly.
Colleagues and friends

This year, our partners and us have agreed to discuss Adolescents and their representation in the media

We are therefore lucky to have in this forum, on the one side, a large and distinguished selection of journalists and people from the media from throughout the region, - both highly experiences and younger upcoming talent and, on the other, a selection of dymamic adolescents who have distinguished themselves with their enterprise and their work with the media.
The objective of having both groups here together is not for confrontation or sterile debate but exactly the opposite, for constructive dialogue, to see how, together, adolescents are represented in a fair, dynamic, positive way in the media of the region. 
For this to happen, we need the active participation of all of you: from the adolescents, we expect boldness and vision, from the media, realism, understanding, commitment and determination. We are looking at a partnership. I think we will have one, since our media friends that have made the effort to come here are here first and foremost because they believe in this cause and because they want to be actors of change too, together with the adolescents.
What we want is to listen to these young people. How they see the world, more precisely the Arab world. What they have to say, We will try to understand what are their current constraints, how they see themselves and through the media and whether they think the image that is reflected of them is true to reality. 
We want to listen to our friends from the media, so they can tell us how they see their work in covering adolescent issues. We need to hear your views on the challenges, constraints and opportunities of working on that theme.

In addition, we will also have a large session on the Convention of the Rights of the Child, as we are marking the 18th anniversary of the convention. We have today the first generation of young people who have ended childhood under the theoretical protection of the Convention. How do they see this protection? Is it tangible? Does it make a difference in their lives? We’ll see a series of interesting one minute videos made specifically by adolescents on their free vision of the CRC. It will be a good example of how young people use audiovisual effects to express themselves. We hope that this would then be taken on by mass media for further broadcast. 
We will dedicate a session to a more sensitive but critical subject, HIV AIDS and see how adolescents tackle the difficult issue of prevention and how media can help to promote awareness and protect and safeguard our young generation
Let us not think however that we are starting a debate here and now. Adolescents have for a long time been keen on working with and through media on their critical issues and we will have one interesting session on some adolescent led media initiatives from the region. From that, we will see how we can take these further, make models out of them or make them into regional initiatives. 

Ladies and gentlemen

Let me conclude by mentioning the three other important outcomes we hope to produce from this forum.
First, try and work on the ethical standards that need to be followed by the media on how adolescent issues / images should be covered. For that, we have abundant literature that we have shared with you.

Second, we hope to determine the criteria of a media humanitarian prize us and our partners wish to award yearly to the journalist who will have best covered the issue of the year while respecting the principles that we would have agreed upon. This way, one year on, we can go back to you and see how the commitments have been translated into action.
Third: we hope to come out from here with a draft Declaration from all of us, adolescents, media people, humanitarians. The Declaration should include our common vision, priorities, principles, guidelines and follow-up mechanisms regarding adolescents and their media representation.
For the preparation of these three objectives and other matters, we will dedicate a full afternoon in breakout groups, to allow better focus.

You will deduce from these three matters that follow-up and determining the way forward is critical. Our last day will be dedicated to that. So that when we leave this forum, we will go our separate ways physically, but we will all converge morally and intellectually towards the commitments we will have made here. 
What will be discussed here is important. What happens in the year to come to implement these decisions, mainly through you, colleagues and friends from the media, our voices and eyes out there, is much more critical.

The adolescents have worked hard already. They have just come out of a full days’ deliberation. They will continue their hard work in the evenings after the discussions are over to critically analyse what was achieved. So I am convinced they are more than ready to tackle this challenge in this forum which, let us keep reminding ourselves, is dedicated first and foremost to them.

I wish you good and fruitful deliberations.
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